
 



 
Jawa Pos, Friday, August 03, 2012 
 
Simplifying Accessibility to Medical Treatment 
for Cleft Children 
 
SURABAYA – There are many cleft patients who did not have access to good medical 
treatment. This amounts to more than 50% of cleft patients having treatment later than 
ideal. “One of the many reasons why patients received treatment late is due to shame 
resulting in parents hiding them away” said Tri Wijantisari, Patron and Founder of Cleft 
Care Foundation Indonesia. 
 
Dr. Esty Martiana Rachmie, Head of Dinkes Surabaya, also said the same. “In 2008, we 
planned to provide cleft surgery for 100 people but only 10 registered for it. We had 
active campaigns conducted at various Puskesmas to increase public awareness. In fact, 
when there are only 2 cleft cases reported this year, we started to question if there are no 
more cases or there are still many in hiding and untreated.” Dr. Esty said. 
 
Because of that, Dr. Esty welcomes the initiative from Cleft Care Foundation Indonesia 
to help with the treatment of cleft patients. Puskesmas Jemursari was identified to pilot 
this program. If the program goes well, the number of the Puskesmas collaborating with 
Cleft Care Foundation Indonesia is likely to increase. 
 
Yesterday, Dr. Esty signed a MOU with Ida Mayangsari, Chairperson of Cleft Care 
Foundation Indonesia. The event was attended by Patron, Founder and Children 
Coordinator of Cleft Care Foundation Indonesia, Dr. Catherine Lee and its Board of 
Supervisors, Toni Hoekstra. 
Ida said the objective of this program is to help prevent cleft and to improve the 
management of cleft lip (cleft management). Puskesmas and Cleft Care Foundation 
Indonesia will work with one another to manage cleft patients. 
 
Dr. Catherine emphasized that Cleft Care Foundation Indonesia’s services starts from 
educating young couples and pregnant women. The purpose is to prevent baby born with 
cleft. If the child is born with cleft, please don’t hide them. The child should get the 
treatment. We will help to take care and assist until their condition improved.  
Over the past 6 years, Cleft Care Foundation Indonesia has managed 1200 cleft patients 
in East Java. Catherine believes that there are more cleft cases untreated. In Singapore, 
about 80 babies are born with cleft each year. She also believes that in others cities in 
East Java are still many cleft patients. 
 
Catherine explains, the task begins of Cleft Care on female education during adolescence 
or during pregnancy. The aim, to prevent infants born with cleft lip. Kalua was born with 
cleft lip, children do not hide. 
Thus children should be invited to berobat. "We will help treat and assist to improve the 
condition of patients" tutumya 
 
Over the past six years the citizens of East Java 1200 lalum harelip patients treated 
confident that the case is still a lot of 'why, in singapore 80 babies born each year with 
cleft lip I'm sure that in other cities in eastern Java is still a lot 


